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have constituted approximately 17 per-
cent of claims. For example, Eastern
Airlines, Pan American, Trans World
Airlines, and US Airways have termi-
nated their pension plans and their re-
tirees rely on the PBGC for their basic
pension benefits.

The FAA requires commercial avia-
tion pilots to retire when they reach
the age of 60. Pilots are therefore de-
nied the maximum pension benefit ad-
ministered by the PBGC because they
are required to retire before the age of
65. Herein lies the problem. Mr. Presi-
dent, if pilots want to work beyond the
age 60, they have to request a waiver
from the FAA. It is my understanding
that the FAA does not grant many of
these waivers, and I have even heard
from some pilots that the FAA has
never granted these waivers. Therefore,
most of the pilots, if not all, do not re-
ceive the maximum pension guarantee
because they are forced to retire at age
60.

The maximum guaranteed pension at
the age of 65 for plans that terminate
in 2003 is $43,977.24. However, the max-
imum pension guarantee for a retiree is
decreased to $28,585.20 if a participant
retires at the age of 60. This significant
reduction in benefits puts pilots in a
difficult position. With drastically re-
duced pensions and a prohibition on re-
entering the piloting profession be-
cause of age, many pilots are subjected
to undue hardship. While it is my sin-
cere hope that existing airlines will be
able to maintain their pension pro-
grams and that the change this bill
makes will not be needed for any addi-
tional airline pension programs, I be-
lieve that my legislation is necessary
to ensure that, at the minimum, air-
line pilots are not unfairly penalized
for their employer’s ability to main-
tain a pension plan. My legislation en-
sures that pilots can obtain the max-
imum PBGC benefit without being un-
fairly penalized for having to retire at
60, if their pension plan is terminated.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill. I ask that the text of my bill be
printed in the RECORD.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 685

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation Pilots Equi-
table Treatment Act’.

SEC. 2. AGE REQUIREMENT FOR EMPLOYEES.

(a) SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLAN BENEFITS
GUARANTEED.—Section 4022(b) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1322(b)) is amended in the
flush matter following paragraph (3), by add-
ing at the end the following: ““If, at the time
of termination of a plan under this title, reg-
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ulations prescribed by the Federal Aviation
Administration require an individual to sep-
arate from service as a commercial airline
pilot after attaining any age before age 65,
paragraph (3) shall be applied to an indi-
vidual who is a participant in the plan by
reason of such service by substituting such
age for age 65.”’.

(b) MULTIEMPLOYER PLAN BENEFITS GUAR-
ANTEED.—Section 4022B(a) of the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29
U.S.C. 1322b(a)) is amended by adding at the
end the following: “If, at the time of termi-
nation of a plan under this title, regulations
prescribed by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration require an individual to separate
from service as a commercial airline pilot
after attaining any age before age 65, this
subsection shall be applied to an individual
who is a participant in the plan by reason of
such service by substituting such age for age
65..

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this Act shall
apply to benefits payable on or after the date
of enactment of this Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 84—CON-
DEMNING VIOLENCE AND CRIMI-
NALITY BY THE IRISH REPUB-
LICAN ARMY IN NORTHERN IRE-
LAND

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. DoDD, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. SMITH, and Mr. GREGG) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 84

Whereas on January 30, 2005, a Catholic
citizen of Belfast, Northern Ireland, Robert
McCartney, was brutally murdered by mem-
bers of the Irish Republican Army, who at-
tempted to cover-up the crime and ordered
all witnesses to be silent about the involve-
ment of Irish Republican Army members;

Whereas the sisters of Robert McCartney,
Catherine McCartney, Paula Arnold, Gemma
McMacken, Claire McCartney, and Donna
Mary McCartney, and his fiancée, Bridgeen
Karen Hagans, refused to accept the code of
silence and have bravely challenged the Irish
Republican Army by demanding justice for
the murder of Robert McCartney;

Whereas when outcry over the murder in-
creased, the Irish Republican Army expelled
3 members, and 7T members of Sinn Fein, the
political wing of the Irish Republican Army,
were suspended from the party;

Whereas the leadership of Sinn Fein has
called for justice, but has not called on those
responsible for the murder or any of those
who witnessed the murder to cooperate di-
rectly with the Police Service of Northern
Ireland;

Whereas on March 8, 2005, the Irish Repub-
lican Army issued an outrageous statement
in which it said it ‘‘was willing to shoot the
killers of Robert McCartney’’; and

Whereas peace and violence cannot coexist
in Northern Ireland: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate joins the people of the
United States in deploring and condemning
violence and criminality by the Irish Repub-
lican Army in Northern Ireland; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—
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(A) the sisters and fiancée of Robert
McCartney deserve the full support of the
United States in their pursuit of justice;

(B) the leadership of Sinn Fein should in-
sist that those responsible for the murder
and witnesses to the murder cooperate di-
rectly with the Police Service of Northern
Ireland and be protected fully from any re-
taliation by the Irish Republican Army; and

(C) the Government of the United States
should offer all appropriate assistance to law
enforcement authorities in Northern Ireland

to see that the murderers of Robert

McCartney are brought to justice.
——

SENATE RESOLUTION 85—DESIG-

NATING JULY 23, 2005, AND JULY

22, 2006, AS “NATIONAL DAY OF
THE AMERICAN COWBOY”
Mr. THOMAS (for himself, Mr.

BURNS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. SALAZAR, and Mr. ENZI)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:
S. RES. 85

Whereas pioneering men and women, rec-
ognized as cowboys, helped establish the
American West;

Whereas that cowboy spirit continues to
infuse this country with its solid character,
sound family values, and good common

sense;
Whereas the cowboy embodies honesty, in-
tegrity, courage, compassion, respect, a

strong work ethic, and patriotism;

Whereas the cowboy loves, lives off of, and
depends on the land and its creatures, and is
an excellent steward, protecting and enhanc-
ing the environment;

Whereas the cowboy continues to play a
significant role in America’s culture and
economy;

Whereas approximately 800,000 ranchers
are conducting business in all 50 of these
United States and are contributing to the
economic well being of nearly every county
in the Nation;

Whereas rodeo is the sixth most-watched
sport in America;

Whereas membership in rodeo and other
organizations surrounding the livelihood of a
cowboy transcends race and gender and
spans every generation;

Whereas the cowboy is an American icon;

Whereas to recognize the American cowboy
is to acknowledge America’s ongoing com-
mitment to an esteemed and enduring code
of conduct; and

Whereas the ongoing contributions made
by cowboys to their communities should be
recognized and encouraged: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 23, 2005, and July 22,
2006, as ‘‘National Day of the American Cow-
boy’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I rise
today to submit a resolution desig-
nating July 23, 2005, and July 26, 2006,
as ‘‘National Day of the American Cow-
boy.”

Although cowboys are typically char-
acterized as young, single men, those
of us who come from the West know
that cowboys come in any age, race,
marital status, and gender. One 19th-
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